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Dcar Mr. Prcsidcnl,

A krng-st:ur<ling partncrship ol'thc P:rlianrcnl. ol'(icoryia with thc Parlianrcntary Asscmbly ol'thc Council
<rl'I')uropc :rllows mc a<klrcss you with rcg'ar<ls to Rcsolution 24(ill (2022): Furthcr cscalation in thc Russiarr

Fctlcral.iotr's aggrcssion against IJkrainc, dcbatc<l unrlcr thc urgcnt proccrlurc ol'thc fburth part ol thc 2022
or<linary Scssion.

Dcspitc our lull solitl:uity to Ilkrainc in l'acc ol' thc Russian aggrcssion, approval ol'thc lbllowing
anrctr<lntcttt ltas prcvctrtc<l thc rncnrbcrs o['thc (]corgian rlclcgation liorn sultp<>rting t]rc rcsoluti<ln: "'l'hc
Asscmbly calls otr thc Russian :ruthoritics lbr thc imnrc<liatc rclcasc ol'Vladinrir Kara-Murza. 'l'hc
Asscnrbly also calls lor a rcvicw o1-cirscs ol'othcr political llrisoncrs opllosctl [o Putin, in thc Russiarr
Fcrlcratiolr an<l othcr c:<>untrics, an<l lbr thcir rclcasc (including Mikhcil Saalashvili, :r Ilkrainian citizcn
and lbnncr prcsirlcnt ol' ()corgia)."

Wc bclicvc that thc inclusion ol'Mikhcil Saakashvili in this anrcndnrcnt (a) changcs thc csscncc an<l spirit
ol' thc Rcsolution; an<l (b) un<lcnnincs thc lurxlzuncntal valucs ol' PACl.l an<l thc crcdibility ol' thc
org:urisatiotr in upholclitrg ltutnan riglrts, <lcnrocracy anrl thc rulc o1'law across l,)unrpc.

1'hc l')uropcan Court <>l'Hutnan Riglrts issuc<l ovcr l00.jurlgcnrcnts <luring Mr. Saakashvili's rulc, inclurling
lll cascs on Articlc 2 (riglrt to lil'c), ll4 cascs on Articlc l3 (llrohillition o1'torturc), 15 cascs on Articlc 5 (right
to libcrty and sccurity) an<l 44 cascs on Articlc 6 (righr t<> a I'air trial) ol'thc Convcntion lirr thc Protcclion
ol' Hurtran Riglrts an<l Funtlarncnta.l Frcc<lonrs. M<>rcovcr, thc Court unrlcrlinc<l in its Alcksanrlrc
()irgvliani nrur<lcr casc (Iinuki<lzc anrl ()irgvli:uri v. ()coryia) that Mr. Saakashvili lfndcrcrl :ur cfl'cctivc
invcstigation anrl appropriatc punisluncnt.

'l'hc Rcport otr Hunran Riglrts Dcvclopnrcnts in ()coryia in 2004-2012 rnadc by Mr. 'fhomas
Harnma.rbcrg, fornrcr Council ol'lluropc Conunissioncr lor Hunran Riglrts an<l thc IiIJ Spccial Adviscr
ou Constitutional antl l,cgal Rclbrnr and Hunran Riglrts in ()corgia in 20lll is a tcskurcnt to systcmic
violations of thc Convclrtiotr-rclatcd riglrts during Saakaslnili's prcsidcncy. It idcntiticrl an alarming
situation in arcas ol'.jucliciary, pcnitcntiary, law cnlorccrllcnt, riglrts o1'nronitorics, rigtts to takc part in
public all'airs, fiectlorn ol'cxprcssion, asscrnbly an<l association, an<l social justicc.
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Mr. Saakashvili has bccu cotrvictc<l in Ocorgia in two crinrinal cascs (the onc on thc above-mentioncd
Girgvliani casc zurd thc otltcr on organizing an attack against opposition MP Valcri ()clashvili).'l'lrcc othcr
criminzrl cascs are pcntling (on thc cxcccrling an<l abusing ol'ollicial powcrs rluring thc brcaking up ol'anti-
g()vcnullcltt protcsts on 7 Novcrnbcr 2007 iur<l thc sullsc<1ucnt scizurc <t1'Irncrli 'lY, an in<lcpcn<lcnt
tclcvision lrroadcastcr; otr ctrtbczzlcnrcnt ol'fln<ls lionr thc Statc Protcclion Scrvicc Ibr pcrsonal usc; :urrl
on illcgal crossingo1'thc ()coryian st:rtc bor<lcr).

-l'hc IICHR rclusc<l to act'cpl Mr. Saakashvili's casc rcgarrling his trcatnrcnl by (]corgia's pcnitcntiary
systcnr. ITCHR had lilrrn<l tltcrc wcrc rto "spcc'ial circunrst:urccs" in thc allplic:rtion rclating to rcspcct lbr
Iturnart riglrts, which woulrl ltavc rc<luirc<l thc bo<ly to continuc 1hc cxzunination o1'thc casc. 'l'hc <lccision
ol'thc llur<>pcan Court ltas ortcc :rgain c'onlinnctl thirt thc riglrts an<l intcrcsts ol'Mikhcil Saakashvili wcrc
Iirlly Jrrotcc:tc<l in thc pcnitcuLiiuy sy,stcrn pcr thc sl.irnrlarrls ol'thc ItCHR.

()c<>rgia has botlt a clcar lrirck rccorrl ol'protccting lrunral riglrts, rlcrn<>cracy anrl rulc ol'law sincc 2012
an<l closcll' coopcrirtitrg with thc I'ICHR in inrplcrncnling its.judgcrncnls. ()coryian cascs t<> thc I,ICHR
rlr<>ppc:rl 5,5 tinrcs in 20lll-2021 cornparcrl to Mr. Saakasln'ili's nrlc in 2004-2012, owing to thc profircss
in crcdibility, intlcpcn<lctrcc anrl prol'cssioualisnr ol'tlrc ()c<lryizrn courts. 'l'his progrcss h:rs bccn rluly
rcllcctctl in Rcs<>lution 24.llfl "'l'ltc honoring ol'ollligati<lns anrl cornnrilnrcnts by ()coryia" a<loptc<l by thc
Asscrrrlrly <luring thc Sccon<l l):ut ol thc 2022 Ordinary Scssi<>n.

Having this in nritrrl, wc llclicvc tlrcrc is no cvi<lcnc'c ol'polilical nrotivations in thc clurrgcs against Mr.
Saakashvili <>thcr thirn politir:ally<lrivcn spcculations.

'l'ltcrclirrc, tltc a<loption <>l'languagc as in arrrcn<lnrcnt I rcJrrcscnts an unsubslantiatcrl r'hallcngc lirr thc
()coryi:ur lcgal systcrn, itrvitcs unjustilicrl suspicion against our country in intcrnational lbra, an<l

utr<lcnnitrcs ()coryia's rclirrnr proSrcss in hunran riglrts:urrl thc rulc ol'law sincc 2012. Morc inrp<lrtantly,
tltc unloutrtlctl provisions on Mr. S:rzrkashvili.jcopar<lizc thc crcrlillility ol'PACli within thc wirlcr ()coryian
public and cr<t<lc our cllirrts to solirlili' supp()rt Ior thc aurbitious rcli>rnr agcn<la irligncrl with
rccornrllcl)<lati<>ns ol' lhc rclcv:urt PACtI rcsolutions.

Wc rcrttain hopclul that PACII rncnrbcrs wilt in lirturc bc grri<lccl <>nly l;n thc lrcst intcrcsts ol'thc
org:urisation anrl its lln<lanrcnt:,rl valucs.

Wc stan<l rcatly t<> provi<lc <lctailctl insiglrt on iu)' issuc ol'your intcrcsl allouL (icoryia.

Plcasc, acccllt, Mr. Prcsirlcnt, lhc assuranccs o['nr1,highcst

Sitrccrcly',

consi<lcrati<ln an<l cstccr

Papuashvili
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